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our cabins. After a lengthy safety briefing we were issued
with Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacons
(EPIRBSs), and instructed in their use. Due to the
remoteness and lack of emergency support, Darwin and
Wolf are not places where you can afford to be blasé with
safety considerations.

Underwater, both sites delivered world class action.
During the first week it seemed we were witnessing
a never-ending stream of hammerheads. | found
the best way to get close was to find an area
with plentiful barberfish, then wait behind a
rock a short distance away, up-current. The
hammerheads would mostly swim into the
current, looking for a good place to be
cleaned. If you plonk yourself down right
among the barberfish, it doesn’t work; your
presence disrupts the cleaning process.

At Darwin Island, the liveaboard attracted
a cortege of a dozen silky sharks. The

immediate proposal was to try and dive with them,
but we were anchored in a three-knot current.
Instead, we went to Darwin’s Arch, an iconic
feature situated atop an outlying pinnacle.

Careful dive planning is essential here, as the site
has a treacherous shallow area with swirling eddies
and crashing waves. Sticking to the brief, we
carried out several successful dives and enjoyed
encounters with more hammerheads, schools of
tuna and jackfish, some big green turtles,
bottlenose dolphins and untold thousands of
creole fish. The sheer density of life here is almost
beyond compare. ]

@Above: Fan corals at
Cousins's Rock

@ Left: Galapagos
penguins resting

©®Below: Bannerfish
cleaning a
hammerhead at
Wolf Island
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Essentials

GETTING THERE: The initial dilemma is whether

to overnight at the Ecuadorian capital, Quito or the
coastal city of Guayaquil. There’s more to see
around Quito, but flights can be delayed due to fog.

| flew to Guayaquil via Madrid on Iberia and its
partner airline Latam. You overnight on the
Ecuadorian mainland, then there’s a short flight

to Galapagos the following morning. Budget around
£1,000 for the flights.

WHEN TO GO: The best time to go is August to
November, when there are whale sharks in the
north (I went in February). There are two seasons:
the wet season from January through June, and the
dry season from July through December, but the
diving is excellent year-round.

WETSUITS: Water temperatures fluctuate by site.
During the wet season you can expect 20-27°C,
while during the dry season it's more like 19-23°C.
The sites in the south are the coldest, while Darwin
and Wolf are a few degrees warmer. A 7mm with
hood and gloves is ideal for most. Gloves are
essential, as you will often be gripping jagged
volcanic rock.

LIVEABOARD: M/V Galapagos Sky
infoldgalapagossky.com (305) 262-3483. Deluxe
cabins are $5,895 per person. Master cabins are
$6,095 per person.

TOUR OPERATOR: Dive Worldwide offers a week

on Galapagos Sky from £6,395 per person, including
seven nights in a deluxe cabin. Price includes all
flights from the UK, transfers and Guayaquil
accommodation. Web: diveworldwide.com Tel:
01962 302087.

HOTELS IN ECUADOR: | recommend the Holiday Inn
at Guayaquil Airport for arrival. It's so close you can
wheel your luggage there. For variety on the way
back, try the Unipark Hotel, www.uniparkhotel.com
located across a square from Guayaquil's cathedral.



